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Career Tennis Pros
Should Get Certified for
Platform Tennis

Bill Mauntford, USPTA Vice President

ol practical reasons, such as assuring
F that the best opportunities exist for
the most secure and lucrative joha, TTSPTA
rmemhers should conzider becoming
certified in platform tennis.

Increasinglyin the Northeast 1.5, and
especially around the greater Midwest,
the coveted vear-round director of
racquets positions are going to applicants
preparved tocoach and manage platform
tennis during the cold weather months
as well a5 the traditional summer-time
tennis programming and manzgement.

I the "old days,” this was surely not the
case. Matform tennis would have been an
“wdd-on " respaonsibility.

The management of drills and clinics,
and the organization of teans and events,
hias striking similarities to the traditional
director of tennis roles. It is a skill set
that USPTA Elite Professionals will have
acquired over time. It is worth noting
that search committess at prestighous
clubs are leoking for more these days. The
“gualification” of this certification can
differentiate USPTA members from other
applicants, or in extrems cases, assure that
an applicant will receive consideration.

Mark MeMahon, the founder and
president of MeMahon 10s — who
leads searches for some of the most
prestigicus director positions in the
L1&., feels strongly ahout this topic. He
helieves that it relates to perception with
those doimg the hiring. MebMahon savs,
“Emplovers want to hire a person who is

cormmitted to their profession; someone
wha has wor ked to stand out among
their peers, in much the same way the
emplover wants their program to stand
aut among other programs.”

MieMahon and his associates often
gather dozens of highly qualified
applicants for an attractive job opening.
But the guestion he asks many times is,
“Why wouldn't you do everything possihle
to separate yourself from the group?”
(Hten these roles become a matter of
elimination. The search commmittees
are looking at resumes to assess which
applicants do not measure up to all aspects
of the prospective joh. If you are short
in one area but outstanding in most, vou
muight get eliminated before even receiving
the opportanity to present yourself,

From a financial standpoint, an
increasing number of TTSPTA members
can significantly enhance their income
when coaching and divecting platform
tenniz as they have traditionally done
with “just™ tenniz. In northern climates,
where platform bennis is concentrated,
tennis has a shorter outdoor season.
Increasingly, the "hest johs" are going to
those applicants who are as sdept with
arganizing and instructing platform
a5 they are with conventional tennis
programming and responsibilities.

Matt Davis of Park Ridge Country Club
in the suburbs of Chicago —who also
co-chairs the UTSFTA Platform Tennis
committes, is case in point. He runs clinics

and beagues year-round in the Windy
City. Specifically, Davis operates platform
tennis programming in Chicago on
Wednesday mights through the summer.
Ttis always a social event and creates
different streams of revenue.

[tis alsoworth noting, as Davis
commented, that “travel platform is
really eonmmon amaong the country clubs
o the North Shore.” Simultanecusly,
there are. perhaps surprisingly, fewer
men's and wormnen's tennis teams that
enter interclub competitions. There are
regular practices and drills for nearly all
of these teams, 5o it is a virtuous cycle for
entrepreneurialorganizers.

Based on his personal experiences,
Dravis advises fellow TTSFT A members to
“get your certification for other racquet
aports, especially after COVIDL hecause
vl will not ohtain consideration for bop
Johs without these designations.”

Oy husiness continues to evolve,
and bath club managers and search
comimittees are demanding more
qualifications from their racquet sports
professionals. In these “hothed” areas
for platform tennis, itwill become
increasingly difficult to getan inberview
for the most coveted positions without
appropriate certification and knowledge
todeliver this growing activity.

Becoming certified as a lISIFTA
Platform Professional or Elite
Professional is worth persuing. Flease
vigit LEpie oo for more information.
While in-person certifications were
practically eliminated during the
pandemic, they will zoon be ramped wp,

and we encourage all interested members
to get platform tennis certified for the
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